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From the Pastor’s Heart Through His Keyboard  
Spring is here! So they tell us, the weather seems to have a different opinion. 
However, over the next few weeks we will start to see changes in the ground around 
us. New life will start to appear – Flowers will start their journey through the soil to 
poke their new shoots up through the ground to begin a new stage in their lives. 
  
For many of us, new life begins in the spring. Many suffer from Seasonal Disorder 
and are now feeling relief due to the increase of the amount of sunlight each day. 
Some just have the winter blues and see new hope in the coming of spring. Even 
here in Maine we are preparing for Mud Season! 
  
For us who call ourselves Christian, spring is the season of new life and new hope 
for us. Easter Day, without which we would not be called Christian, is the annual 
reminder that death could not hold Jesus Christ for long. Three days was all that the 
power of death could hold our Lord for. The wonder and amazement of the Roman 
guards when they woke up and found the stone moved; the surprise of the two 
disciples when they discovered the empty tomb; and the concern of Mary 
Magdalene who was looking for Jesus and when she found Him thought He was the 
gardener. All of these people for one reason or another had hope in their hearts that 
morning. The Roman soldiers had hope that the body could be found and replaced 
before their superiors found out the body was missing; The two disciples had hope 
after the angel asked them why they were looking for the living among the dead; 
and Mary had hope when the gardener spoke her name in the loving, caring way He 
had done many times.  
  
Where is our hope today? We live in a world, in a nation, full of violence and cruelty; 
hunger and natural disasters; and full of people who only care about what is best for 
themselves. Among all of this despair, we find our hope in the name that is above all 
names – Jesus. Jesus, the One who was crucified for our sins, the One who 
suffered so much pain and degradation on our behalf, the One who overcame death 
so that we might also have everlasting life. This is where we find our hope – in the 
Lamb who told us to love God with all of our heart, mind, strength and to love our 
neighbors as we love ourselves. 
  
Spring is a wonderful season of the year for us because it promises us so many 
good things. The remaining three seasons have their beauty and wonder as well but 
in spring there is so much hope for us.  
  
Take this hope to your hearts. Pray that the Lord will make Himself known to you in 
a special way this year so that you may give glory to your Creator in heaven and 
serve God’s people with a pure and loving heart. May the joy and hope of this 
season be yours throughout this year and beyond. 
 
In His love and grace, 
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COUNCIL CORNER FOR APRIL 
 
Church Van Transportation is still being explored by the council. A sub-group has been 
formed and will be scheduling a meeting to discuss the next steps and logistics of owning and 
utilizing the van.  
 
Holly Days Fair planning will be beginning soon. We are exploring how best to 
accomplish coordinating the different tables involved in the fair so that it can simply continue 
on an annual basis for years to come.  
 
An Ecumenical Leadership Event was suggested. The council is looking into coordinating a 
social event in which we would network with other area churches/synagogues to build even 
stronger connections among our various places of worship. This would take place in late 
summer or early fall. The actual event and details are still to be worked out.  
 
Leadership Recruitment has become more difficult as our congregation ages and 
diminishes in attendance. The council will look at the needs and wants to sustain this 
congregation. As we review the FCC by-laws we will be addressing our current ways of 
functioning to establish a more streamlined and less labor intensive method.    
   
 

Mark Horton - Moderator  horton04105@yahoo.com 

Marilee Pillsbury - Vice Moderator  bigmarilee@yahoo.com 

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE … 
 
The Pastoral Search Committee has been receiving profiles of prospective ministers every 
week for the past four weeks or so. We will continue to receive these until we have completed 
our search. We have reviewed over 20 profiles on a wide variety of candidates. What is unique 
in this pastoral search, is that we have the benefit of social media like YouTube, LinkedIn, 
Vimeo, blogs, etc. Through social media, we can get a very good picture of a pastor by reading 
their profile, and then we can take it a step further in many cases and listen or view sermons 
online. This has both strengthened our views of some candidates and probably also had the 
opposite effect on others. We have offered our profile to some of the candidates and in the 
coming weeks will be looking to have our first interviews again using technology like Skype or 
Facetime which allows us to have a video conference with those candidates. If you look in the 
Grant room, there is a flat screen TV on the wall that was generously donated. We can hook 
our laptop up to the TV and have a meeting with someone almost like they are in the room. We 
are excited to start doing these interviews and excited to continue this process of calling our 
next pastor. 
 
If you have any questions about our progress, please don’t hesitate to contact me. I can always 
be reached at email:  stevrunn@gmail.com. 
 
Steve Hendry, Chair, Pastoral Search Committee 
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Upcoming at the Side Door Coffee House! 
 

The Side Door Coffee House will be hosting local musicians for your listening pleasure. Paul 
Davis is in charge of scheduling the groups to entertain you, your family, friends and neighbors. 
A schedule is listed below.  
 
 
 
 
 

Come enjoy a great cup of coffee, a snack and support the arts and your church! 

April 13     Carolyn Currie www.carolyncurrie.com  

May  11      Steamboat Gypsy https://www.steamboatgypsy.com/ 

June   8 Married With Chitlins https://www.facebook.com/Married-with-Chitlins-
113089815429637/  

 
The May Congregator  

deadline is  
Sunday, April 15, 2018 

 
Please submit your articles, 

announcements, news items, pictures, etc. 
to: 

fccofficemanager@falmouthcongregationalchurch.org   
 

Thank you!  

IMPORTANT:  
 
The Congregator is now an email publication. If 
you have updated your email address or if we do 
not have your email already on file please share 
this with the office. Thanks! 
 
Paper copies will be mailed to homebound 
persons. Paper copies will also be available on 
the table in Fellowship Hall for those who would 
like them. As always you can read the 
Congregator online at the church’s website:  
www.falmouthcongregationalchurch.org 

WOMEN’S SPIRITUAL BOOK GROUP 
  
FCC’s Women’s Spiritual Book Group will next gather on Wednesday, April 
11th , at 1:00 PM in the home of Eunice Wilcox located at 49 Sunset Road, Fal-
mouth. The reading will be “Falling Upward” by Richard Rohr. Rohr is a widely 
published Franciscan priest. In this book he offers a new perspective on aging 
and how in the second half of life, when we face the challenges and realities of 
new limitations, we are actually gaining in perspective, wisdom and spiritual 
awareness. Rohr encourages us to look at the richness that comes with aging 

and the fullness of life and spirit that aging offers.  
 
Sound intrigued?! This is a diverse and dynamic group that enjoys thoughtful dialogue, good 
laughs and new faces. Join us on April 11th. Or, contact Mollie Mason or Cathy Bowden for 
more information.    
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Ministry of Christian EducationMinistry of Christian EducationMinistry of Christian EducationMinistry of Christian Education    

KI D S’  CHUR CHKI D S’  CHUR CHKI D S’  CHUR CHKI D S’  CHUR CH     
 
The kids have finished up their scrapbooks for the parable unit, and they look great. They are 
full of creativity and personality. We will now be moving on to our after Easter unit. In this unit 
we will be learning what happens to Jesus after he was crucified. As always the kids will learn 
this through dancing, singing, cooking, art work, acting, movies, and games.  
 
Kids’ Church recently acquired a “Kids’ Church Store.” There are all types of prizes from little 
key chains and magnets, to a purple gaming chair. Each of the prizes are worth a different 
amount of points. During Kids’ Church, the kids can get points for winning a game, good behav-
ior, listening skills, correct answers to questions, and good attendance. They can also lose 
points for bad behavior. These points roll over to the next week and can be used at any time. 
The kids can use the points they get to buy different prizes at the new store. They can get small 
stuff each week or save their points to get one giant prize. The kids are very excited about the 
new store.  
 
If anyone has any lightly used kids toys, feel free to donate to the new store, just email me at 
kristen.coleman@maine.edu; we appreciate any contributions.  
 
Thank You, 
Kristen Coleman 
Christian Education Administrator 
kristen.coleman@maine.edu  

PILGRIM LODGE 
 
Camp registration is now open! You can register online at: https://www.pilgrimlodge.org/
register-for-camp/ or download a paper copy to fill out and mail in. Brochures and registration 
forms are available on the table in fellowship Hall. There is camping fun for all ages and some-
thing for all interests. This is a Maine UCC campsite supported by you! 
 
Program Description: 
Pilgrim Lodge, owned and operated by the Maine Conference of the United Church of Christ, is 
a seasonal retreat center and summer camp located on Lake Cobbosseecontee in West Gardi-
ner, Maine. During the summer months Pilgrim Lodge is the central location for the youth min-
istry program of the Maine Conference. The program also includes trip camps at other loca-
tions and weekend events for adults. 
Campers come to Pilgrim Lodge for one week in the summer. Each week is geared toward a 
particular age group. The youngest campers have finished second grade and our oldest camp-
ers are in high school. Camp operations such as lifeguarding, food service, and maintenance 
are performed by a trained paid staff. The program directors (known as “deans”) and counse-
lors are volunteers from local United Church of Christ congregations. These 
leaders change weekly, offering fresh and exciting programming. They are 
screened and trained by the Outdoor Ministries Team. Pilgrim Lodge offers fun 
and meaningful programming in addition to all the familiar camp activities such 
as arts and crafts, swimming, boating, nature education, music, and games. 
The Pilgrim Lodge experience is rich and rewarding for campers, volunteers 
and staff. We invite you to join us in Christian fellowship. 
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Ministry of MissionsMinistry of MissionsMinistry of MissionsMinistry of Missions 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RUN AND WALK ON MAY 5, 2018 
 

Falmouth Congregational Church has been supporting this annual event for over 15 years.  
 

Join Habitat for Humanity for a family-friendly 5K run and walk along Falmouth's Foreside Road 
on Saturday, May 5, 2018!  
 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church (43 Foreside Road in Falmouth) is hosting the officially timed 5K 
Run. Individuals, families, children, and pets are invited to walk or run all or part of the distance 
from St. Mary’s to Foreside Community Church and back. Refreshments will be available at 
Foreside Community Church as well as a ride back to your car if one way is far enough.  
 

Runner pre-registration is $25 for individuals. Race-day registration is $30. Student registration 
is only $10. Registration is free for kids under age 9.The race includes computerized timing and 
online race results. There will be T-shirts for the first runners as well as cash prizes. Cakes and 
pies will be awarded to the first in each age category. The oldest and youngest runners will re-
ceive a $75 Fleet Feet gift certificate. 
 

Registration begins at 8:00 AM, and the official start time is 9:00 AM. Runners can register 
online at https://g2racereg.webconnex.com/falmouth5K18 
 

Alternatively (or in addition!), please consider sponsoring a runner, donating online, or making a 
pie!  

MOLTE GRAZIE! MANY  
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR ITALIAN DINNER! 

 

What a fun night it was! It was great to see people out enjoying dinner and listening to violin 
music! We appreciate all the contributions of lasagnas, authentic Italian dishes, salads, and 
desserts, as well as the hours that many of you gave decorating tables, serving tables, and 
working in the kitchen. Thank you for participating in the Italian dinner celebration and support-
ing our church's Family Promise program. 

FAMILY PROMISE PROGRAM 
 

Many thanks to all who gave support to our most recent Family Promise program from February 
11th through February 18th. It was a very successful week, and we could not have done it with-
out those of you who made (and unmade) beds, brought hot meals, arranged different activities 
for the children, stayed overnight, donated money to buy food essentials, and enthusiastically 
pitched in where help was needed.  
 

More details will follow, but the next time that our church will be a host congregation is from 
Sunday evening, May 27th, through Sunday morning, June 3rd. Please consider being part of 
this uplifting outreach experience.  
 

   Volunteer Training: 
        In preparation for hosting, there will be a volunteer training on Wednesday, April 11th, from 

5:30 to 8:30 PM at Saint Luke's Episcopal Cathedral (parking lot at 134 Park Street) in 
Portland. It is important so that we will all learn how to interact with families who can be 
much different from us. If you would like to volunteer but your schedule does not allow 
you to participate that night, please contact Dolores. 

 

Thank you!  
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Ministry of Missions Ministry of Missions Ministry of Missions Ministry of Missions (continued)(continued)(continued)(continued) 

SOCKS FOR THE HOMELESS 
 
Thank you for continuing to replenish the box with white cotton socks in Fellowship 
Hall! The socks will be given to people who benefit from the Preble Street Resource 
Center and who would like to have dry feet and prevent infections. Socks in wom-
en’s sizes are also helpful. Thank you! 

THE FALMOUTH FOOD PANTRY 

For April the Falmouth Food Pantry is open on: 
Monday, April 2nd, 9:00-11:00 AM 
Tuesday, April 10th, 9:30-11:30 AM 
Thursday, April 12th, 4:30-6:30 PM 
Monday, April 16th, 9:00-11:00 AM 
Tuesday, April 17th, 9:30-11:30 AM 
Thursday, April 19th, 4:30-6:30 PM 
Tuesday, April 24th, 9:30-11:30 AM 
Thursday, April 26th, 4:30-6:30 PM 

 
The Falmouth Food Pantry currently needs the 
following items:  
• Canned meats and fish (i.e., chicken, tuna 

fish) 
• White rice (small bags of plain, non-instant, 

white rice) 
• Tea bags 
 
Thank you very much! 

LAST CALLS FOR HYGIENE AND SCHOOL KITS FOR CHURCH WORLD SERVICE! 
 
We have almost completed 35 School Kits for Church World Service! Once again, the Falmouth 
Congregational Church will be putting together School Kits that will be shipped to the Church 
World Service, which supports sustainable grassroots development, disaster relief, and refugee 
assistance. We need only 8 rulers, 6 boxes of 24 crayons each, and 6 hand-held pencil sharp-
eners. 
 

We are also trying to assemble Hygiene Kits, for which there is currently a special need around 
the world. If you would like to donate any of the items below, please put them into the bin that is 
by the Mission Board in Fellowship Hall. (In the past, we have found that the Dollar Store has 
many of these items.) 
 

Church World Service Hygiene Kit Supplies needed 
• One hand towel measuring approximately 15” x 28” to 16” x 32” (no fingertip, bath, 

dish towel or micro-fiber)  
• One washcloth  
• One wide-tooth comb removed from the package  
• One finger nail or toe nail clipper removed from the package  
• One bath size bar of soap in the wrapper  
• One toothbrush in the package  
• Ten standard size Band-Aids  

Please do not add any extra items or toothpaste. A tube of extended-expiration-date toothpaste 
will be added to each Hygiene Kit just prior to its journey.  
Both sets of kits are due in early May. Please contact Kathie Sinnett if you have any questions: 
kathie.sinnett@gmail.com. Thank you!  
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Ministry of Community LifeMinistry of Community LifeMinistry of Community LifeMinistry of Community Life    

As the April Congregator is being formatted Community Life is winding up the Spring Candy 
Sale. We thank everyone for their support. This is a first-time event for us and we hope we can 
do this again next year. Here at FCC most of us have a sweet tooth! 
 
After the Easter Service there will be a Hospitality Table instead of a breakfast for the choir and 
their guests. We invite you to stop by our table to enjoy some light refreshment with family and 
friends. The Easter Bunny has shared that Judy Currier has some special plans for this time of 
fellowship. 
 
Coming events planned around Falmouth to celebrate Falmouth 300

th
 in 

April include: 
 
♦ 12th Annual FEF Spelling Bee, 300th Anniversary Edition, to benefit Falmouth Education 

Foundation, Falmouth Elementary School Cafeteria on April 5
th 

♦ “Next Stop, Falmouth: Restoring the Narcissus, Sole Surviving High Speed Wooden Trolley 
from the Portland-Lewiston Interurban Trolley System,” lecture presented by Phil Morse, 
hosted by Falmouth Memorial Library on April 17

th
. 

♦ April Donate300: Centerpoint Martial Arts, 65 Gray Road, collecting food, personal hygiene 
products, and backpacks for at-risk and underserved youth to benefit The Locker Project. 

 
An opportunity from Hospice of Southern Maine for us and our Faith Community 
 
Currently Hospice of Southern Maine offers a four-part series entitled, “Everything You Want to 
Know about Hospice”. The series is in four parts, each part is a one-hour presentation. Here is a 
chance to have your questions answered. This series covers the spectrum from learning about 
the basics of hospice care, what it does and doesn’t do, how Hospice makes it possible for a 
terminally-ill person to be cared for at home, and the difference Hospice makes by supporting 
and guiding families at the end of life. 

The series is as follows: 
Part 1:  Everything You’ve Wanted to Know about Hospice 
Part 2:  Important Conversations with Physicians and Family 
Part 3:  BOATING – A Play about Empowerment and Final Wishes 
Part 4:  Overview of Grief, Bereavement and Support 

 
Should you be interested in attending the series kindly share this with Carol Kauffman, RN at 
bearlover12@maine.rr.com. I have been in touch with the presenters and they are willing to 
share the series with us in late spring by presenting it from mid-April to mid-June. We would 
have each part spaced to occur on the same afternoon every other week until the series con-
cludes. Don’t be hesitant to bring a friend or neighbor. Dates and time will be decided in April. 
 
Carol Kauffman 
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Advice from the Faith Community Nurse’s Desk 
    
Out and About 

1. New Medicare Card coming this spring.  Your new card will automatically come to you. You 

don’t need to do anything as long as your address is up to date. If you need to update your 

address go to: mySocial Security account on the internet. 

2. Your new card will have a new Medicare Number that’s unique to you, instead of your Social 

Security Number. This will help to protect your identity.  

3. Your Medicare coverage and benefits will stay the same. 

4. Mailing takes time. Your card may arrive at a different time than your friend’s or neighbor’s. 

5. Your new card will be easier for many providers to use and copy. 

6. New Medicare cards are being mailed to recipients living in Maine beginning July 2018. 
 

The above information is taken from the CMS website at https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/New-
Medicare-Card 
 

Carol I. Kauffman, MSN, RN, Faith Community Nurse 

                         Prayer Shawl Ministry 

A Nor’easter blew in on our Prayer Shawl meeting day so we didn’t meet as 
planned. We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting on April 12th in the Grant Room 
from 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM. 
 
Happy Spring, 

Judy Nilsen 

 

“Your kindness means much more….” 
 
Dear Heidi [Nilsen], 
 
It touched my heart to have your mom come to visit my parents in this time of such 

heartache and struggle.  It is nice to know someone who cares as she. 
 
Also my heart warmed when she brought prayer shawls for them. Such a comfort to have on a 
chilly day to be wrapped in prayer. 
 
Again today your sweet mom came to visit my mom and dad but she had with her a beautifully 
knit PINK prayer shawl that your hands knit specifically for me! Tears of joy filled my heart to 
have such a meaningful and beautiful gift! 
 
I am filled with gratitude for your thoughtfulness and hard work and prayers to make me such a 
gift. I am truly blessed and thankful for your thoughts, prayers, kindness and hard work.  
 
Thank you so very, very much, 
Kate Heck 
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CHANCEL FLOWERS  
 

Would you like to provide 
the chancel flowers for a 
Sunday?  Be the first to 
choose your date in 2018! 
Please sign up on the 

poster in Fellowship Hall. Fill out the 
information on a Chancel Flower form 
and place it in the offering plate or 
leave it in the church office. The office 
will order the flowers from Skillins un-
less otherwise specified. You may al-
so supply your own. Cost of chancel 
flowers from Skillins is $38.00.  

We lift in prayer ~ 

Robbie Coleman 
 Charlie Grubb 
Maureen Grubb 

Myron Hager 
Joyce Harmon 
Barry Hamilton 

Bee O’Brien 
Adelaide Scheuchzer 

Arthur Wescott 
Maytha Southard 
George Sanborn 

Laurie & Roger Marin 
Kerry Golding 

Church Family News ...Church Family News ...Church Family News ...Church Family News ...    

April Birthdays 

 1 -  Jeff Howland 
 2 -  Peter Neff  
 2 -  Melissa Morganstern  
 3 -   Felicia Garant 
 3 -  Thomas Farmer 
 3 -  Kristen Coleman 
 6 -  Caitlin Howland 
10 -  Alice Jane White 
10 -  Alan Mathieu 
12 -  Liz Murray 
12 -  Ashleigh Howland 

12 -  Scott Osborn 
22 -  Kaye Macgowan 
22 -  David Horne 
22 -  Alexandra Ertman 
22 -  Katharina Ertman 
23 -  Aaron Paul 
23 -  Kali Austin-McCormick 
24 -  Katrina Greenwood 
25 -  Darla Farmer 
28 -  Cheryl Olen 
28 -  Adeline Ziobro 
30 -  Joey Han 

Dear Friends of Falmouth Congregational Church, 
 
A belated thank you for your generous gift to sup-
port Kenny and Elizabeth Drelich. 
 
Your contribution allowed us to open trust funds to 
help both of them as they move forward. Thank you 
also for how you have opened your hearts and lives      
to our family over the years. 
 
Your community has been a great encouragement 
for us. We are humbled by your kindness. 
 
Sincerely, 
Chris Gage 
and for Kenny & Elizabeth 

Holy Week ServicesHoly Week ServicesHoly Week ServicesHoly Week Services    

Sunday, March 25 - Palm Sunday Service - 10 AM 

Thursday, March 29 - Maundy Thursday Service  - 
6:30 PM 
 
Sunday, April 1 - Sunrise Service - 6 AM 
 
Sunday, April 1 - Easter Service - 10 AM 
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  Chancel FlowersChancel FlowersChancel FlowersChancel Flowers    

  1 -   Easter plants 

  8 -     

15 -      

22 -   Olens 

29 -     

April Worship AttendantsApril Worship AttendantsApril Worship AttendantsApril Worship Attendants 

UshersUshersUshersUshers    

  1 -    Judy Currier, Pam Carroll, Judy Nilsen, Lorraine Bergen 

  8 -    Jack Davis, Jim Parr, Ted Vail, Dolores Vail 

15 -    Rodney Coleman, Anne Coleman, John Boothby 

22 -    Paul Davis, Steve Hendry, Mark Horton, Peggy Horton  

29 -    Joe Blinick, Jo Blinick, Kim Mason, Mollie Mason 

There are several openings 
for ushers on the schedule. 
Please contact Mark Horton,  
if you would like to be added 
to the rotation. It isn’t a huge 
commitment of time and is a 
very much appreciated ser-
vice to your church. 

Please find a substitute if you are 
not available on your scheduled 

Sunday.  
 

Contact the church office by 
Wednesday morning with the 

name of your replacement.  
Thanks! 

 

We are currently in need of liturgists for 
2018. Please contact Larry Perry  at 
lperry1@maine.rr.com if you would like to 
serve the church by participating in the 
morning worship service.  

Thank you. 

LiturgistsLiturgistsLiturgistsLiturgists 

  1 -   James Parr 

  8 -   Judy Currier 

15 -   Mark Horton 

22 -   Virginia Eddy   

29 -   Marilee Pillsbury  

Communion Preparers Communion Preparers Communion Preparers Communion Preparers     
Sunday, April  1Sunday, April  1Sunday, April  1Sunday, April  1    

 

 Larry Perry - Juice 

Larry Perry, Pam Carroll, Mollie Mason   

Communion given by Intinction 

GreetersGreetersGreetersGreeters    

  1 -    Barry Hamilton   

  8 -    Don & Marion Olen 

15 -    Joe & Jo Blinick 

22 -    Carol Kauffman 

29 -    Phil & Rae Pierce 

 
We are looking for a few good people 
or families to represent our warm and 
welcoming church on Sunday morn-
ings! This could be you! Please con-
tact a member of the Ministry of 
Community Life, Carol Kaufman or 
the church office. 
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