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From the Pastor’s Heart Through His Keyboard  
Spring is nigh upon us. That means that snow will disappear, the brown remnants of 
grass will start to green up and the early flowers will be pushing their way up 
through the hard, bare soil. 
 
We see new growth and signs of new life all around us in nature, but what is really 
happening to this planet we live on called Earth? 
 
“Exploding population growth, hunger and malnutrition, loss of biodiversity, 
deforestation, water scarcity and impurity, land degradation, waste production, 
energy misuse, air pollution and acid rain, global climate change, despite what some 
uneducated politicians say – such is the litany of ecological woe. The state of our 
home planet is not good. The earth is groaning.” (For the Beauty of the Earth – a 
Christian vision for creation care. Steven Bouma-Prediger, 2001, Baker Academic 
Books.) 
 
What are we going to do to help bring healing to our hurting world? “These are world 
problems. What can I do here in Falmouth?” You might be asking yourself these 
questions. But it has to start somewhere and why not here in this beautiful part of 
the state of Maine we call home! We see weather patterns changing here, the 
winters and summers are different than they were even fifty years ago. I remember 
snow in the 60’s high enough from one storm that I was wading through it chest high 
in Portland. Eleven years ago on the island of Malta, they had their first snow-fall in 
recorded history. The reason? We are polluting our world with all sorts of poisons in 
the ground, in the air and in the oceans and other water supplies. 
 
This spring, be careful what you put into the ground, air and water. We have some 
of the most beautiful coastline anywhere in the world and we can do our part in 
keeping it clean. Pick up the plastic bottles and containers along our shore-line, pull 
them out of the water while in your boats. Do you know that there are islands of 
plastic miles wide floating in our oceans? Be mindful of what you burn and which 
chemicals you put into the earth. These are simple things to do and if, in the words 
of Arlo Guthrie’s song in the 1960’s “Alice’s Restaurant” says, “If one person does it, 
they might think they are sick or weird. … If three do it, … they may think it’s an 
organization. And can you imagine fifty people a day … they may think it’s a 
movement. And that’s what it is.” Start a movement here in Falmouth, here in your 
street, and let’s clean up this planet we live on.  
 
Bouma-Prediger says, “The case is overwhelming that we humans are responsible 
for the damage to our home planet. “Mea Culpa” we must reply – a powerful and 
sad irony for a species called Homo Sapiens, wise human.  
 
We are called to be Good Stewards of God’s creation. Let us do our bit here and 
throughout our region to make this world a better place for the future generations. 
 
In  God’s Peace and Shalom, 
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COUNCIL CORNER FOR MARCH 
 
 CHURCH BUS PROPOSAL 
 

As was discussed at the Annual Meeting, thanks to a most generous contribution, the church 
is able to extend its ministry in several new directions by acquiring a 15-passenger bus. We 
have started to shop for buses, but we also need to work out how the bus would be used. If 
you have any interest in the bus proposal--as a potential user of the bus service, as a potential 
volunteer driver, or for any other reason--please come to a meeting in Beinema Hall after the 
March 4, 2018 church service. Council of Ministries members Paul Davis and Carol Kauffman 
are leading the church's exploration of the church bus idea and look forward to seeing you at 
the meeting. 
 
HOSPITALITY TABLE SIGN-UP AND SUPPORT 
 

If you have enjoyed the refreshments at the Hospitality Table in Fellowship Hall after worship 
services, then you have been ministered to by the Ministry of Community Life. Please consider 
giving back and supporting this ministry in one or more of these ways:  

• You can sign up or volunteer to provide refreshments on a future Sunday and staff 
the Hospitality Table.  

• You can contribute refreshments (they can be store-bought or home-made) to the 
Community Life freezer for a future Sunday.   

Your participation will enable this important source of fellowship and outreach to continue in 
our church. 
 
Either way, your support for the Ministry of Community Life will enhance the life of our church 
community! 
 
EASTER EGG HUNT COORDINATOR HUNT 

 

If you have enjoyed the church's Easter Egg Hunt in past years, 
please consider helping make this year's Easter Egg Hunt on 
March 31st happen by serving as a volunteer coordinator. The 
volunteers are out there, and the sign-up will begin soon, but a key 
person is needed (or two people could job-share), to coordinate 
and oversee the event, alongside the Head Easter Bunny, by 
making sure the volunteers know their assignments, setting up a 
schedule and other logistics. This is a time-limited project--it's over 
by Easter--not an indefinite commitment, and your work will be 

essential to continuing what has become an annual community event. If you can sign on as a 
coordinator, please contact the church office, Moderator Mark Horton, Pastor Michael or any 
member of the Council of Ministries. 
 

Mark Horton - Moderator    horton04105@yahoo.com 

Marilee Pillsbury - Vice Moderator   bigmarilee@yahoo.com 
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Upcoming at the Side Door Coffee House! 
 

The Side Door Coffee House will be hosting local musicians for your listening pleasure. Paul 
Davis is in charge of scheduling the groups to entertain you, your family, friends and neighbors. 
A schedule is listed below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come enjoy a great cup of coffee, a snack and support the arts and your church! 
The doors open at 6:30 PM and ends around 9 PM. All Welcome! 

 March 9  Mark Horton & Friends    

April 13      Carolyn Currie www.carolyncurrie.com  

May 11       Steamboat Gypsy https://www.steamboatgypsy.com/ 

Falmouth Congregational Church is a fragrance-free environment. Please help us to 
accommodate our members and visitors who are chemically sensitive to fragrances and other 
scented products. Thank you for not wearing perfume, aftershave, scented hand lotion, 
fragranced hair products, and/or similar products. 

ENJOY THE CONVENIENCE OF ELECTRONIC GIVING 
 

Please check out the convenience of online giving. You can use the online giving 
portal to set-up your pledge for 2018, to donate to special offerings, missions the 
church supports, pay for altar flowers, give a memorial gift, etc. Thanks! 

 
To set up a recurring giving schedule, visit us online at falmouthcongregationalchurch.org locate 

the  button and set up your recurring giving schedule. The first time you give, you will 

select a password that will enable you to log in at any time and make changes to your giving or 

view your complete online giving history. Or if it’s easier, complete a paper authorization form 

and return it to the church office. 

 
The April Congregator  

deadline is  
Sunday, March 11, 2018 

 
Please submit your articles, 

announcements, news items, 
pictures, etc. to: 

ginifcc@maine.rr.com   
 

Thank you!  

IMPORTANT:  
 
The Congregator is now an email publication. If you 
have updated your email address or if we do not have 
your email already on file please share this with the 
office. Thanks! 
 
Paper copies will be mailed to homebound persons. 
Paper copies will also be available on the table in Fel-
lowship Hall for those who would like them. As always 
you can read the Congregator online at the church’s 
website, www.falmouthcongregationalchurch.org 
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Ministry of Christian EducationMinistry of Christian EducationMinistry of Christian EducationMinistry of Christian Education    

KI D S’  CHUR CHKI D S’  CHUR CHKI D S’  CHUR CHKI D S’  CHUR CH     
 
This past February was an exciting month for the C.E. Ministry. On Friday, February 2nd, Kris-
ten Coleman and Jessica Collins hosted the first ever Open Mic Night in Fellowship Hall to 
raise money in response to the destruction of the hurricanes this past fall. All proceeds went to 
the UCC Disaster Relief Fund. We are happy to announce that we raised about $400. The 
night started off with talent from ages 15 to 70 performing songs that they had prepared for the 
evening. Later on the stage was opened up to the audience for karaoke. And to close the even-
ing everyone sang a few sing along songs. There were delicious appetizers, desserts, and bev-
erages supplied by the C.E. Ministry and other volunteers. We would like to thank all volun-
teers, attendees, performers, and contributors of this event. It was such a great time, and we 
hope to host another one at some point. 

  
The next day, Saturday, February 3rd, 23 volunteers got together to prepare 
chili for the annual Super Bowl Chili Fundraiser. 56 quarts of chili had been or-
dered and 73 quarts were made on Saturday. This is the most volunteers we 
have ever had, and the most chili that has ever been made and sold in the his-
tory of the fundraiser. We sold the chili on Sunday, February 4th and had net 
sales of over $1,300 and we grossed a profit of over $900. We completely sold 

out of chili and will hopefully make more next year. We would like to thank all helpful volunteers 
and contributors of the fundraiser and we hope everyone enjoyed their chili. It was a devastat-
ing blow for New England this year, but at least we could all mourn the loss with a delicious 
comfort food that included corn bread muffins!  
 
In Kids’ Church we are continuing our unit in Parables. The kids 
are making a scrapbook page each week about the parable they 
learn. The scrapbook pages include a title, fun decorations, pic-
tures of the kids, pictures of the lesson, the Bible quote of the 
lesson, and any other important symbols or small items that cor-
responded with the lesson that week. At the end of the unit, we 
will put all the pages together and each child will have their own 
scrapbook to take home. We will be displaying them in Fellow-
ship Hall this month so the congregation can see the children’s 
fun and unique art work.  
 
Thank You, 
Kristen Coleman 
Christian Education Administrator 
kristen.coleman@maine.edu  

PILGRIM LODGE 
 
Camp registration is now open! You can register online at: https://
www.pilgrimlodge.org/register-for-camp/ or download a paper copy to fill out 
and mail in. Brochures and registration forms are available on the table in 
fellowship Hall. There is camping fun for all ages and something for all inter-
ests. This is a Maine UCC campsite supported by you! 
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Ministry of MissionsMinistry of MissionsMinistry of MissionsMinistry of Missions 

ITALIAN DINNER ON MARCH 24th: PLEASE JOIN US! 
 
Tutti a Tavola! Please join us for an Italian Dinner on Saturday, 
March 24th, from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. There will be salads, lasagna, 
Italian dishes, and desserts, as well as live violin music. A portion of 
the proceeds will go to supporting the Family Promise program. If 
you would like to volunteer that evening, please sign up on the lists 
in Fellowship Hall. Hope to see you there. Ciao! 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING ON MARCH 11th 
 
This important offering from our church is one of the “5 
for 5” missions of the national United Church of Christ. 
OGHS supports international programs of health, edu-
cation, agricultural development, relief, and refugee as-
sistance in more than 80 countries. Your donations will 
be collected during Lent, with Dedication Day on Sun-
day, March 11th.  

WE ARE WORKING ON ASSEMBLING HYGIENE KITS FOR CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 
 
Around the world, Church World Service (CWS) supports sustainable grassroots development, 
disaster relief, and refugee assistance. Due to the recent disasters that have been happening in 
the United States and around the world, CWS has informed us that there is a great need for Hy-
giene Kits. To help fulfill the need, the Ministry of Missions will be collecting items until the first 
week in April.  
 
If you would like to donate any of the items below, please put them into the bin that is by the 
Mission Board in Fellowship Hall. In the past, we have found that the Dollar Store has many of 
these items.  
 

CWS Hygiene Kit Supplies needed 

 One hand towel measuring approximately 15” x 28” to 16” x 32” (no fingertip, bath, 
dish towel or micro-fiber)  

 One washcloth  
 One wide-tooth comb removed from the package  
 One finger nail or toe nail clipper removed from the package  
 One bath size bar of soap in the wrapper  
 One toothbrush in the package  
 Ten standard size Band-aids  
 

Please do not add any extra items or toothpaste. A tube of ex-
tended expiration date toothpaste will be added to each Hy-
giene Kit just prior to its journey.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Kathie Sinnett at 
kathie.sinnett@gmail.com. Thank you very much for all of your 
generosity to those in need! 
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Ministry of Missions Ministry of Missions Ministry of Missions Ministry of Missions (continued)(continued)(continued)(continued) 

SOCKS FOR THE HOMELESS 
 
Thank you for continuing to replenish the box with white cotton socks in Fellow-
ship Hall! The socks will be given to people who benefit from the Preble Street Re-
source Center and who would like to have dry feet and prevent infections. Socks 
in women’s sizes are also helpful. Thank you! 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RUN-AND-WALK ON MAY 5, 2018 
 
The Falmouth Habitat for Humanity Family-Friendly Run-and-Walk will be held this year on Sat-
urday, May 5th. Once again, St. Mary’s Episcopal Church (43 Foreside Road in Falmouth) is 
hosting the officially timed 5K Run. Registration begins at 8:00 AM, and the official start time for 
the Walk-Run is 9:00 AM. Individuals, families, children, and pets are invited to walk or run all or 
part of the distance from St. Mary’s Episcopal Church to Foreside Community Church and back. 
Refreshments will be available at Foreside Community Church as well as a ride back to your car 
if one way is far enough.  
 
Falmouth Congregational Church has been supporting this annual event since its inception over 
15 years ago.  
 
More details will follow, but please save the date!  

THANK-YOU NOTE RECEIVED 
 
The Ministry of Missions received a letter of thanks for our church’s end-of-the-year charitable 
donation: 
 
 From Daryl, Director of Development and Outreach, Hospice of Southern Maine 

 You were part of something very big in 2017! Because of you and others, we raised more 
than $1 million and cared for more patients than in the history of the agency. Together, 
we helped thousands of people get the hospice care, grief support, and end-of-life edu-
cation they need. Together, we are changing attitudes and changing lives. 

 On behalf of the patients and families that we serve, thank you for helping us lead the 
way in providing end-of-life care and education in southern Maine. 

THE FALMOUTH FOOD PANTRY 

For March the Falmouth Food Pantry is open 
on: 

Monday, March 5th, 9:00-11:00 AM 
Thursday, March 8th, 4:30-6:30 PM 
Tuesday, March 13th, 9:30-11:30 AM 
Thursday, March 15th, 4:30-6:30 PM 
Monday, March 19th, 9:00-11:00 AM 
Tuesday, March 20th, 9:30-11:30 AM 
Thursday, March 22nd, 4:30-6:30 PM 
Tuesday, March 27th, 9:30-11:30 AM 

 

The Falmouth Food Pantry currently needs the 
following items: 

Canned meats and fish (i.e., chicken, tuna 
fish) 
White rice (small bags of plain, non-instant 
white rice) 
Tea bags 

 
Thank you very much! 
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Ministry of Community LifeMinistry of Community LifeMinistry of Community LifeMinistry of Community Life    

 The Ministry of Community Life (MCL) hopes we can gain your support to 
orchestrate a SPRING CANDY SALE. At its meeting last week Council ap-
proved this proposal. Judy Currier has offered to chair the sale. MCL mem-
bers will be assisting Judy. The goal is to fund the outreach programs of 
MCL. But we are only a small band of workers and we need the congrega-

tion to help us make this work. Samples of candy from Haven’s Candies will be on display. We 
will be limiting the candy selections to small Easter bunnies, jelly beans, half pound boxes of as-
sorted chocolates, and those oh so tempting chocolate eggs filled with peanut butter or coconut! 
So please let Judy Currier or anyone in MCL know if you can help us to sell candy after church 
or out there in our community. Orders will be taken through March 18th. Orders to be picked up 
on Sunday, March 25th. 
 
 

 
 

Remember our Sunday morning hospitality table when you are baking. 
Any MCL member will be most happy to take your goodies for the FCC 
freezer! 
 
We ask that you tightly wrap your goodie, label it with your name and give your treat a “name.” 
Mark it for “MCL Hospitality Table.” 
 
Give it to any MCL member: Judy Currier, Carol Kauffman, Judy Nilsen, Lorraine Bergen, Rae 
Pierce, or Marion & Don Olen, on any given Sunday morning. 
 
A FOND FAREWELL 
 
During worship on Sunday, February 11th, Pastor Michael called Gini Medford forward to thank 
her for serving as our office manager for nearly eight years and for her dedication and devotion 
to the members and friends of Falmouth Congregational Church United Church of Christ. Gini 
has gone above and beyond her (lengthy!) job description over the years, viewing this as her 
ministry to us. Gini was presented with a gift from the congregation and Pastor Michael 
wished Gini and her husband Mark well on their retirement. 
  
Following worship, a reception in Fellowship Hall was held in Gini's honor where members and 
friends could talk with Gini and thank her for her years of service. 
 
Judy Currier - Chair 
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                         Prayer Shawl Ministry 

       Fortunately the storm predicted for the day before our monthly meeting came 
and went as forecasted. Speedy cleanup allowed three knitters to enjoy coming to church on a 
sunny crisp afternoon. 
 
I opened our meeting with a prayer and while the others were knitting I shared a cute true story 
titled “My Furry Valentines,” which I had found in an Angels on Earth magazine. (A bi-monthly 
magazine from Guideposts.) 
 
After we displayed our latest prayer shawl projects I shared a funny story written by Erma 
Bombeck in the At Knit’s End - Meditations for Women Who Knit Too Much. 
 
We hope others will be able to join us at our March 8th meeting in the Grant Room beginning at 
1:30 PM. Maybe someone will decide to start knitting a prayer shawl as a part of their prepara-
tion for this Lent.  
 
Enjoy the season, 

Judy Nilsen 

 

Dear Judy and Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
 
John and I would like to thank the Prayer Shawl Ministry for their loving prayers 
and generous gifts of prayer shawls for John and I. 
 
Judy you are so kind to knit two shawls. They are beautiful, and I want you to 
know we both wear them everyday. They are never out of sight. 
 
Thank you for your friendship delivering them to us and for your visit. 
 

Your prayers and thoughts are much appreciated. 
 
Gratefully, 
Natalie and John Bonnell 

EASTER PLANTS 
 
Easter Sunday comes early this year. Included in this newsletter is an 
order form for Easter plants. There will be Easter lilies, tulips and mini 
daffodils to choose from. The deadline for turning in the form and pay-
ment is Monday, March 12th. Order forms are also available on the 
table in Fellowship Hall.  

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 
 
Following the morning worship each Sunday in Lent Pastor Michael will offer a Lenten Bible 
Study in the Grant Room. A simple meal of soup and bread will be shared. The focus of the 
study is “Hope.” The text will be the Gospel of Mark. There will be lots of time for questions and 
reflection. All welcome! 
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CHANCEL FLOWERS  
 

Would you like to provide 
the chancel flowers for a 
Sunday?  Be the first to 
choose your date in 2018! 
Please sign up on the 

poster in Fellowship Hall. Fill out the 
information on a Chancel Flower form 
and place it in the offering plate or 
leave it in the church office. The office 
will order the flowers from Skillins un-
less otherwise specified. You may al-
so supply your own. Cost of chancel 
flowers from Skillins is $38.00.  

We lift in prayer ~ 

Robbie Coleman 
 Charlie Grubb 
Maureen Grubb 

Myron Hager 
Joyce Harmon 
Bee O’Brien 

Adelaide Scheuchzer 
Arthur Wescott 

Maytha Southard 
George Sanborn 

Laurie & Roger Marin 
Kerry Golding 

Church Family News ...Church Family News ...Church Family News ...Church Family News ...    

March Birthdays 

4 -  Jean Jett 
4 -  Lois VerLee   
4 -  Trent Macgowan  
5 -  Paul Cousins    
8 -  Kim Hendry   
11 - Anna Poore    
11 - Katharine Poore  
14 - Erlon Varney   
15 - John Wilcox   
16 - Helen Tupper-Southard   
17 - Christine Pfeffer  

22 - Madeline Bender   
23 - Karen Jones    
24 - Maytha Southard   
24 - Monica Aaskov    
25 - Craig Winslow     
26 - Richard Wheeler     
27 - Eric Christopher     
29 - Mary Lou Endicott 
30 - Spring Pillsbury 
30 - Lydia Farmer 
31 - Louise Caruso 
31 - Jack “hot sauce” Davis 

My Dear Friends, 
 

My husband Mark and I attended worship on Sun-
day, February 11th at the invitation of Pastor Mi-
chael. What a wonderful morning of worship, music 
and socializing with friends.  
 
Many, many thanks to the Ministry of Community 
Life for the beautiful cake and the lovely coffee fel-
lowship they provided.  
 
I was so deeply touched by the service and Pastor 
Michael’s gracious words. I am blessed to have 
been able to serve this congregation since 2010.  
 
I am grateful for the many kind words and hugs I re-
ceived. After church Mark and I went out to brunch 
where I opened up the card and gift from the church. 
I was overwhelmed again with all of your generosity! 
Thank you, thank you, thank you!  
 
Hopefully this is not good-bye, but until we meet 
again. 
 
Love, 
Gini Medford 
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  Chancel FlowersChancel FlowersChancel FlowersChancel Flowers    

  4 -    

11 -    

18 -    

25 -    Laurie Davis 

March Worship AttendantsMarch Worship AttendantsMarch Worship AttendantsMarch Worship Attendants 

UshersUshersUshersUshers    

  4 -    Jack Davis, Jim Parr, Ted & Dolores Vail 

11 -    Mark & Peggy Horton; John Boothby 

18 -    Paul Davis, Steve Hendry, Mark & Peggy Horton 

25 -    Jo & Joe Blinick; Mollie & Kim Mason 

There are several openings 
for ushers on the schedule. 
Please contact Mark Horton,  
if you would like to be added 
to the rotation. It isn’t a huge 
commitment of time and is a 
very much appreciated ser-
vice to your church. 

Please find a substitute if you are 
not available on your scheduled 

Sunday.  
 

Contact the church office by 
Wednesday morning with the 

name of your replacement.  
Thanks! 

 

We are currently in need of liturgists for 
2018. Please contact Larry Perry if you 
would like to serve the church by 
participating in the morning worship 
service.  

Thank you. 

LiturgistsLiturgistsLiturgistsLiturgists 

  4 -   Judy Currier 

11 -   Virginia Eddy 

18 -    Jack Davis 

25 -    Judy Nilsen 

  

Communion Preparers Communion Preparers Communion Preparers Communion Preparers     
Sunday, March 4Sunday, March 4Sunday, March 4Sunday, March 4    

 

Judy Crosby - Juice 

 Virginia Eddy, Mollie Mason, Pam Carroll 

Communion given by Intinction 

GreetersGreetersGreetersGreeters    

  4 -    Chan & Kathie Sinnett  

11 -    Judy & Tom Crosby 

18 -    Paul & Sarah Davis 

25 -    Betty Shively 

 
We are looking for a few good people 
or families to represent our warm and 
welcoming church on Sunday morn-
ings! This could be you! Please con-
tact a member of the Ministry of 
Community Life, Carol Kaufman or 
the church office. 
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Study 

 11:30 PM Ministry of 
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Easter Candy Pick-Up 
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Thursday 
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9 AM Aerobics 

 31  
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God is Still Speaking! 
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